Dear friends and colleagues, 

I trust you are now settled into your family settings and hopefully you can share with your colleagues news of  learning and friendships at ICMDA Sydney Australia. We will have a photo to send you next week. We are inviting World Vision to collaborate with us on production of a book that will document our work and learning at the seminar and Congress. 

Please pray this week especially for 

1. Rev Gideon Byamugisha, whose support group, Friends of Gideon , holds a service of thanksgiving and prayer for Gideon’s witness and leadership in so many countries and situations. He is truly an ambassador that we can all be proud to be associated with and have as a friend. Praise God for his ministry and pray also for wisdom and grace to be given him and all who provide leadership and teaching to the Christian community on HIV. 
2. This weekend is also a crucial time in the lives of our friends from the Democratic Republic of Congo especially Jo Lusi and Flory Cirimwani. Flory writes 

Thanks a lot for this mail. We arrived back home safe on July 22. After the congress we visited some Hospital there in Australia. The ICMDA HIV seminar was helpful for me. I hope I will advocate our national CMF association develop a national statement on HIV. It was a great pleasure for me to attend the ICMDA Congress as well. I got a sound experience. I hope this experience will help me bring some change in our way of thinking and working.

I would like to ask you to pray for our Country. On July 30 this year our country will have its first democratic elections. This is a crucial time for us since we wish to have a stable and effective government and president who can be able to stop the atrocities, violence and poverty.  We need God’s intervention. 

I wish you the best in Jesus Christ.

In His care;

Flory.

Please continue to encourage your church leaders and fellow Christian doctors to recognise that all are made in the image of God, and all are called to enjoy the blessings of God’s Kingdom, regardless if the HIV is present or absent in a physical body. 

Here is some exciting news to enjoy …..

Our colleague Dr Bennett Abraham, India has written  ..” I would definitely take

an initiative and talk to our national Christian medical association of India Secretary to call for a national meeting and in it we will develop a national statement on HIV. 

Thank you for attaching the statement on HIV. I truly

am happy that I was also able to be a partner in it….”

I arrived safely on 18-07.It was a wonderful gathering. I have forwarded the message to our national executives. I will follow that up at our national congress in two weeks. God bless you.

Dr Enimil, Ghana

Thank you very much for the opportunity to attend the HIV seminar at the ICMDA conference. I found it very stimulating to meet others who have such experience in HIV matters, particularly our African colleagues. I am forwarding your letter to all members on the CMDA Nepal email list and hope the matter will be taken up by the various fellowship groups at Patan, Tansen etc. I am also forwarding to friends in UMN who are involved in HIV work for their information. (Shanti please distribute as appropriate).
Owen Lewis, Nepal

Congratulations on the ‘HIV Seminar Statement’. It is succinct and looks and reads very well indeed. And, Yes, we’ll work with Drs: Jean Kagia, Stephen Muhudhia and others, to develop a national statement on AIDS – for Kenya; and will assist the Tanzanian and Ugandan colleagues … to develop theirs…!    
Peter Okaalet, Kenya

Thanks will take this up with EMFI and CMAI

Santhosh 
Yours in His Service

Michael  Burke 

P.S. Others are welcome to join our group.

